June 2003
Dear Area Chair 

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING – PRESIDENTIAL BALL
SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2003
The National Council Meeting and the 2003 Presidential Ball will be held on Saturday 27th September 2003, at the Hanover International Hotel, Mayo Avenue, Off Rooley Lane, Bradford.
The Hanover International is a 4* hotel with all the facilities you would expect from this standard of venue, together with a swimming pool, gym, beauty salon etc.  
National Council Meeting - 24 hour conference rates have been negotiated as follows:  £68.50 per person in a twin room or single room.  As it is also the weekend of the Presidential Ball, we appreciate that some of you may wish to bring your partners to stay over on Friday night, and therefore a rate of £35 has been agreed for bed and breakfast, for partners sharing a room on the Friday night.  The 24 hour rate includes – three course dinner with coffee on the Friday evening; overnight accommodation; full English breakfast; morning and afternoon tea/coffee/biscuits during the meeting on Saturday; two course luncheon and meeting room with facilities, and VAT.  NALC are not involved in booking accommodation for the night of the President’s Ball, information will be sent from the Ball Committee, and any queries should be addressed to them.
Area Chairs are reminded that the charging for Council Meetings is being administered in the same format as previously – each Area has already been invoiced for the cost of a day delegate fee and has therefore already paid £28 towards the cost of attendance at this meeting.  This means that if you wish to stay overnight on the 24 hour package, you now only need to pay an additional £40.50.  If you are attending as a day delegate only, you have nothing further to pay (although you still need to return your booking form).  If for some reason your Area does not send a representative, you will not receive a refund.  

As usual, observers are welcome to attend the National Council Meeting.  They may either take the 24 hour delegates’ package (at £68.50) and join the National Council for dinner on Friday evening, and lunch on Saturday, or they may attend as a day delegate.  The cost for this is £28 including lunch, morning/afternoon tea/coffee etc.

Can you please pass this information to anyone who is interested in attending as an observer, and ask them to complete the Booking Form for Observers , and return it to HQ by the due date.  This is the only notice being sent out regarding the National Council Meeting, therefore it is up to you to pass on this information to your Area.  

The Agenda for the meeting, together with the list of ‘Items for Discussion’ that have been submitted by Areas, will be sent to you at the end of July.  Please note that this will be the only copy of the Agenda and will be sent to you via email, and it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to ENSURE THAT THE INFORMATION IS PASSED ON BY HARD COPY OR BY EMAIL to your Circles (or request your Area Secretary to do so), in order that they can discuss the 'Items’ before they come to your Chairman and Delegates’ Meeting in September

The Friday evening is informal, and provides a good opportunity for you all to meet up with each other and break the ice, as it is the first Council event of the year.  It is normal practice for everyone to meet in The Rowan Bar for drinks at approximately 7.30 pm, after which dinner will be served in The Rowan Suite, from 8.00 pm onwards.  A group photograph of the National Council will be taken after dinner, and would just mention that although in normal circumstances you would wear your dress chain for the dinner, on this occasion it is advisable to wear your business chain, as these appear much clearer in the photograph.  

This will be followed by a PINK DEMONSTRATION and short speech by Virgin Vie who will be bringing 4/5 workstations  where there will be opportunity for a ‘Make Over’ for a lucky few.
It is normal practice for the September National Council Meeting to show its support for the beginning of Breast Cancer Awareness Month in October.  This year therefore, President Tracey has asked that everyone attending Saturday’s meeting  wear a PINK HAT, home made or original.  A prize will be awarded for the one deemed as outstanding.  (It is also likely that the menu on Friday evening will be dominated by pink food!)

Presidential Ball – Tracey’s Ball Committee are in the process of sending out invitations for this event direct to you.  They will also send you details of accommodation at the Hanover International Hotel where they have negotiated special rates for bed and breakfast (£35 per person in a double or twin room and a £15 supplement for a single room) for Saturday 27th 2003. Your form and cheque for tickets  should be returned as instructed by the Ball Committee.

To accompany this letter are:  Area Chair’s Booking Form; Observer’s Booking Form; Area Chair’s Travel Claim Form.  

Booking forms for the National Council meeting MUST BE RETURNED TO HQ OFFICE BY FRIDAY 15TH AUGUST 2003.  Bookings will be taken on a first come, first served basis and accommodation cannot be guaranteed if forms are not received in time.   

Have a good summer everyone, and I look forward to seeing you in Bradford in September.

Best wishes

NALC Executive
